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WITH THIS 2018 DEVELOPMENT REPORT, the Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation recognizes and thanks  
an essential group of people—the generous donors who ensure the Library’s collections are comprehensive  
and excellent, its resources are state-of-the-art and broadly accessible, and its programs and services are  
innovative and meet the needs of all Philadelphians. This 2018 report acknowledges and thanks those  
contributors whose philanthropic leadership was critical to the Free Library’s success in fulfilling its mission 
from July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO ADVANCING LITERACY, GUIDING LEARNING, AND INSPIRING CURIOSITY 

THROUGH THE FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA.

AT ITS CORE,  
THE FREE LIBRARY  
OF PHILADELPHIA  
IS ALL ABOUT PEOPLE. 
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GREETINGS FREE LIBRARY SUPPORTERS, 

I COULDN’T BE MORE PROUD TO SHARE THIS REPORT OF OUR FUNDRAISING SUCCESSES  

IN FISCAL YEAR 2018. As you will read in the following pages, this past year was a truly 
historic one for the Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation. With your support, we met— 
and exceeded—so many vitally important goals, both for the period spanning July 1, 2017 to 
June 30, 2018 and the multi-year Building Inspiration: 21st Century Libraries Initiative.

We are especially excited and gratified to highlight the reopening of four magnificently 
renovated neighborhood libraries—Logan, Lillian Marrero, Tacony, and Lovett Memorial. 
We are encouraged, as well, by indications that we will meet our fundraising goal for  
the reimagining of the Parkway Central Library, a monumental and transformative 
project that includes the new Robert and Eileen Kennedy Heim Center for Cultural  
and Civic Engagement; the Business Resource and Innovation Center (BRIC); and  
the Marie and Joseph Field Teen Center. 

Your gifts enabled more than 500,000 Philadelphians to participate in 28,000 programs and 
more than 1 million users to access our collections online in fiscal year 2018. Nearly 115,000 
students participated in the Literacy Enrichment Afterschool Program (LEAP); the Culinary 
Literacy Center ran more than 250 programs attended by nearly 7,000 people, and gave 400 
bags of groceries to program attendees; and nearly 70,000 people signed up for new Free 
Library cards, gaining access to more than 2 million books, 300,000 ebooks, and 1 million 
streaming music recordings. 

These achievements would not have happened without your most generous support and 
the gifts made by thousands of neighbors, corporations and foundations, sponsors, and 
supporters around the region. 

On behalf of the Free Library of Philadelphia, and every Philadelphian who benefits from  
our collections, programs, and services—THANK YOU!

I hope I can count on your continued friendship and support as we embark on more exciting 
ventures in coming years. In the meantime, I hope you will read this report with great pride 
and satisfaction. These accomplishments are as much yours as they are those of our devoted 
Foundation and Library staff.

All the best to you in the year ahead,

Siobhan A. Reardon 
PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR  

FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA
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DEAR FREE LIBRARY SUPPORTERS, 

CHAIRING THE FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR THE PAST SEVEN YEARS HAS BEEN 

ONE OF THE MOST REWARDING JOBS I’VE EVER HELD! The Foundation is the private half of 
the public-private partnership that has enabled bold, creative solutions to needs and issues 
emerging in communities across our city. Your library is considered a national trailblazer of 
innovation, under the brilliant leadership of Siobhan and her team. 

Ours is a working Board, with dedicated, wise Directors who are informed, thoughtful, and 
incredibly generous. Their belief in this institution and their unwavering support for its 
management is revealed in the massive accomplishments we’ve made, even during lean times—
from our partnership with The Rosenbach, to the compelling new places and spaces we’ve built, to 
the innovative programming for every generation in every neighborhood, to the enormous strides 
of this past year, which you’ll read about in the coming pages. Thank you for your caring, your 
concern, and your own gifts to the Library. Keep them coming—we need them now more than ever! 
And thank you for your warmth and kindness; whenever we were together, it was instant friendship.

I welcome my successor, Barbara Sutherland, who is someone I greatly admire and am certain 
will serve you with intelligence, conviction, and commitment. Barbara was elected Board Chair on 
July 1, 2018. She has served on the Board, and as Secretary, then Vice-Chair, since 2012—years 
during which we met many of the greatest challenges and realized some of the most exciting 
achievements in the Free Library’s near-100-year history. Barbara has co-chaired the Board’s 
Humanities Committee since its inception in 2016, which resulted in our newly established and 
already thriving Division of Cultural and Civic Engagement. She is a true leader who sees issues 
from all angles and clearly and fairly analyzes options. She will serve with integrity and sagacity. 
Like you, Barbara is passionate about the work we do and the impact it has on our Philadelphia 
neighbors and neighborhoods, and she will collaborate closely with Chairman Arthur Spector and 
his colleagues on The Rosenbach Board of Directors to meet all of our neighbors’ needs.

The Free Library will always be among my highest and most treasured priorities. Though 
having completed my tenure as Chair, I will continue to serve as a Director, and be just as 
invested in our work and progress as ever. No institution is a greater bastion of democracy. 
It deserves all the support we each can give it—thank you so very much for yours! See you 
soon…at the Free Library of Philadelphia! 

Warmest regards,

Tobey Gordon Dichter 
OUTGOING CHAIR 

FREE LIBRARY FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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LOOKING 
BACK A YEAR 
IN REVIEW
WITH YOUR SUPPORT, 
IN FISCAL YEAR 2018  
THE FREE LIBRARY  
OF PHILADELPHIA  
AND THE ROSENBACH…
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Served 149,645  
students through  

Literacy Enrichment  
Afterschool Program 

(LEAP).

WELCOMED MORE THAN 

4,973,288 million 
in-person visits to our 54 
neighborhood locations,

AND 6,361,655 MORE ACCESSED OUR  

COLLECTIONS AND RESOURCES ONLINE.

Hosted 123 authors as  
part of the Author Events 

Series for 34,570 live 
audience members. 

ALSO IN FISCAL YEAR 2018, MORE THAN 

250,000 people viewed
THE PROGRAM’S 20TH & VINE  

ON YOUTUBE, AND 

1.18 million people 
downloaded 

THE SERIES PODCASTS.

Celebrated Bloomsday with  
more than 1,600 James Joyce 
devotees at The Rosenbach. 
THE DAY-LONG ANNUAL EVENT MARKS THE DATE  

ON WHICH JOYCE’S MASTERPIECE ULYSSES TAKES  

PLACE (JUNE 16, 1904) WITH LIVE BOOK READINGS,  

A BEER GARDEN, AND TRADITIONAL IRISH MUSIC.
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Connected 162 children 
and their family members 
via video chat storytimes 

through the Prison Services 
Stories Alive program. 

Served 488,473 
preschoolers, 

children, and teens 
through 17,756 

children’s programs 
system-wide.

Held 97 One Book, One Philadelphia 
events across the City,

CENTERED ON THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER 

ANOTHER BROOKLYN BY JACQUELINE WOODSON. NEARLY  

100 PHILADELPHIA SCHOOLS RECEIVED 2,500 COPIES OF THE  

BOOK, AND WOODSON MADE MORE APPEARANCES THAN  

ANY AUTHOR IN THE PROGRAM’S 16-YEAR HISTORY.

PRESENTED SEVERAL 

publicly acclaimed 
exhibitions in the 

Parkway Central Library, 
INCLUDING BECOMING THE DETECTIVE: THE 

MAKING OF A GENRE; BIG AND SMALL, BOOKS 

FOR ALL; AND IN OUR NATURE: FLORA AND 

FAUNA OF THE AMERICAS IN THE DIETRICH 

GALLERY, CORRIDOR OF CULTURE: 100 YEARS 

OF THE BENJAMIN FRANKLIN PARKWAY IN 

THE FIRST-FLOOR WEST GALLERY, AND 

SEVERAL OTHER SMALLER EXHIBITIONS 

THROUGHOUT THE LIBRARY. 



Served  
219,491 adults and 

seniors through 
13,862 adult programs 

system-wide.

ENTERTAINED

400 guests with a screening  
of the classic silent film Nosferatu 

AS PART OF THE ROSENBACH’S FRANKENSTEIN & DRACULA:  

GOTHIC MONSTERS, MODERN SCIENCE EXHIBITION.  

THE SCREENING TOOK PLACE IN THE WANAMAKER BUILDING’S 

HISTORIC GREEK HALL AND FEATURED LIVE ORGAN 

 ACCOMPANIMENT BY LOYAL ROSENBACH SUPPORTER FRED HAAS. 

ATTRACTED 

10,532 visitors 
to The Rosenbach 

FOR PROGRAMS, TOURS, AND COLLECTIONS 

VISITS—AN INCREASE OF 27% FROM FY17—AND 

ALMOST 225,000 MORE VISITORS ACCESSED THE 

LIBRARY AND MUSEUM’S ONLINE RESOURCES. 

Hosted 400 fans 
at the Fourth 

Annual Free Library 
comics and gaming 

convention,
WHICH INCLUDED  

PERFORMANCES  

FROM WOOKIEDELPHIA, 

PHILADELPHIA’S PREMIERE 

STAR WARS-INSPIRED BRASS 

BAND; PANEL DISCUSSIONS; ART 

WORKSHOPS FOR CHILDREN 

AND ADULTS; AND COSPLAY 

PHILADELPHIA, A PARADE  

OF COSPLAY CHARACTERS  

FROM MOVIES, BOOKS,  

AND VIDEO GAMES.



LEADERSHIP 
SUPPORT OF 
ADVANCING 
LITERACY

“Reading is such an integral part  
of a child’s early education and 

we’re proud to help the Free Library 
in providing the essential resources 

children need to spark a lifelong 
passion for reading and learning.”

CARRA COTE-ACKAH, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY STEWARDSHIP, VANGUARD
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“Vanguard Strong  
Start for Kids”  
Program Changes the  
Approach to Literacy 
EACH OF THE 54 NEIGHBORHOOD 

LIBRARIES across the city offers early 
childhood literacy programming 
designed for the specific needs of 
its unique community. In fiscal year 
2018, the Vanguard Strong Start for 
Kids Program™ made an historic 
grant—the largest corporate grant in 
the Free Library’s history—to expand 
our early literacy programming and 
take it beyond the Free Library’s 
walls. The Vanguard Strong Start 
for Kids Program™ will provide 
intensive professional development 
to childcare staff, create literacy 
spaces in classrooms, and engage 
families using a proven method of 
partnering with parent “ambassadors.” 
A primary goal of the program is for 
childcare providers to expand and 
improve literacy among the youngest 
Philadelphians by introducing more 
early literacy learning opportunities 
into their daily practice and support 
families in becoming more engaged 
with learning in childcare settings. 

“We are thrilled to be able to partner 
with the Free Library and their 
network of neighborhood libraries and 

childcare centers to improve literacy 
instruction throughout Philadelphia,” 
said Carra Cote-Ackah, Director of 
Vanguard’s Community Stewardship 
efforts. “Reading is such an integral 
part of a child’s early education and 
we’re proud to help the Free Library 
in providing the essential resources 
children need to spark a lifelong 
passion for reading and learning.”

Through Vanguard’s program, 
neighborhood libraries will serve as 
hubs for participating childcare sites 
in their communities. Workshops 
presented at each library will provide 
professional development and a space 
for childcare staff to meet others 
from nearby programs. Participating 
childcare programs may bring groups 
to their library for storytimes and 
other early-literacy activities. All 
participating children will receive 
Library cards so that more families 
will connect with the vast array of 
services provided by neighborhood 
libraries. Bilingual books and literacy 
toys will be shared with families, 
giving them the means to enhance 
literacy development and pre-literacy 
play opportunities at home. With this 
incredible set of initiatives, Vanguard’s 
generosity will be transformational 
as the Library continues its vital work 
to improve early-literacy skills in 
underserved neighborhoods. 

The Patricia Kind 
Family Foundation 
Supports Prison and 
Re-entry Services
THE FREE LIBRARY’S PRISON AND  

RE-ENTRY SERVICES takes a multi-
pronged approach to promoting 
literacy within some of our city’s 
most vulnerable populations. We 
have established lending libraries—
staffed by inmates—in Philadelphia’s 
correctional facilities; presented 
Stories Alive, a program that 
provides families with incarcerated 
parents the opportunity to use 
video chat to read together; and 
introduced Change Course, an early 
intervention literary program for 
at-risk youth in partnership with 
the Department of Human Services. 
In fiscal year 2018, the Patricia 
Kind Family Foundation helped the 
Free Library to expand Prison and 
Re-entry Services programming 
into every Philadelphia correctional 
facility, including installing video 
chat equipment in six additional 
neighborhood libraries city-wide. 
Improving the lives of those in 
vulnerable situations has always 
been a priority for the Patricia 
Kind Family Foundation, and the 
Foundation has been especially 
generous and thoughtful in 
supporting the Library’s mission 
to advance literacy in the lives of 
every Philadelphian. Their fiscal 
year 2018 commitment—which 
spans three years—to the Prison and 
Re-entry Services Program is an 
ideal alignment of the Foundation’s 
and the Library’s missions, one that 
benefits those facing unique and 
profound challenges. 

FREELIBRARY.ORG 7



LEADERSHIP 
SUPPORT OF 
GUIDING 
LEARNING
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The William Penn 
Foundation Transforms 
Children’s Learning 
Environments
THE WILLIAM PENN FOUNDATION 
has been a true partner to the Free 
Library for many years, supporting 
the Library in its role as an essential 
community and civic asset and joining 
us in our efforts to enhance literacy 
and enrich civic dialogue. Among 
the many initiatives William Penn 
supported at the Free Library in fiscal 
year 2018 was the development of 
Play Terrains at the Cecil B. Moore and 
Kingsessing neighborhood libraries. 
Research shows that children learn 
best through pretending, creating, and 
interacting—particularly when their 
community’s involvement is robust. 
Play Terrains will offer unique learning 
spaces that foster active outdoor 
learning and play and pique children’s 
curiosity about their neighborhood. 
These new spaces will transform the 
pedestrian entrances at Cecil B. Moore 
and Kingsessing libraries into public 
learning places. They will, in addition, 
emphasize environmental themes 
by focusing on watersheds in each 
library’s immediate surroundings: 
the East Park Reservoir near Cecil B. 
Moore and the Schuylkill River and 
Bartram’s Garden near Kingsessing. 

The Play Terrains were conceptualized 
in partnership with Roofmeadow, 
Interpret Green, and Studio Ludo, a 
play-focused nonprofit that also 
was part of the design team (with 
DIGSAU, Smith Memorial Playground 
and Playhouse, and Erector Sets) 
that developed the indoor Play-and-
Learn spaces at three neighborhood 
libraries—Cecil B. Moore, Whitman, 
and Wyoming—another of the 
Library’s playful learning-oriented 
projects funded by the William Penn 
Foundation. “These innovative spaces 
illustrate the ways in which the 
Library is staying at the forefront of 
learning by offering enriching places 
for children to learn and grow,” said 
William Penn Foundation Board Chair 
Janet Haas.

Patrick J. McGovern 
Foundation Is  
Bridging Philadelphia’s 
Digital Divide 
AS THE POOREST LARGE CITY IN 

AMERICA, Philadelphia faces a 
formidable digital literacy crisis. At 
least 20% of Philadelphians citywide 
do not have internet access at home. 
Many of Philadelphia’s young people 
are missing crucial digital literacy 
and cutting-edge STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
and Math) skills, putting them at a 

“These innovative spaces  
illustrate the ways in which  
the Library is staying at the 

forefront of learning by offering 
enriching places for children  

to learn and grow.” 
WILLIAM PENN FOUNDATION BOARD CHAIR, JANET HAAS

significant disadvantage when seeking 
employment in our rapidly evolving 
21st-century economy. In light of 
these harrowing statistics, the Patrick 
J. McGovern Foundation granted 
support to two of our neighborhood 
libraries in highest need of digital 
resources—Frankford and Tacony. 

“The Library was very important to 
Patrick,” says foundation trustee and 
McGovern’s sister, Laurette Verbinski. 

“In elementary school and later in 
high school he made weekly trips to 
the Frankford Library to supplement 
knowledge of his school subjects, 
and also to satisfy his immense 
curiosity about the world outside of 
his Frankford community. He would 
ride his bike down to the Library and 
come back uphill with his bicycle 
basket stashed with books. In later 
life, Patrick often reflected on how 
much inspiration he received from his 
weekly trips to the Frankford Library.” 
Patrick J. McGovern Foundation’s gift 
will equip each of the two libraries 
with iPads, PlayStations, a 3D printer, 
and an Oculus Rift virtual-reality set, 
and also has enabled the purchase of 
a personal laptop for each of the 30 
Digital Resource Specialists—staff 
members who are tech gurus—across 
the Free Library system.

FREELIBRARY.ORG 9



LEADERSHIP 
SUPPORT OF 
INSPIRING 
CURIOSITY

“Public libraries have served as 
havens of safety—and provided 
education and inspiration—for 
generations of Americans who 

might not otherwise have access 
to these critical resources.”

JANET AND JIM AVERILL
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Fairmount Park 
Conservancy and Knight 
Foundation Reimagine 
Civic Programming
EACH OF THE FREE LIBRARY’S 54 

LOCATIONS is a vibrant center of civic 
and community engagement for its 
neighborhood. Recognizing our role as a 
community center, the Fairmount Park 
Conservancy—working in partnership 
with the Knight Foundation—made 
a significant grant in fiscal year 
2018 to build the capacity of every 
Free Library site’s Friends group to 
support its neighborhood library and 
encourage community-driven change 
as part of the Rebuilding Community 
Infrastructure initiative (Rebuild). 
Rebuild is a citywide campaign to 
develop and enhance Philadelphia’s 
neighborhood parks, libraries, recreation 
centers, and playgrounds. With this 
grant, community members will design 
programming and work with the Free 
Library’s Division of Cultural and Civic 
Engagement staff and Library Friends 
groups to propose plans for civic 
engagement programs that address 
the particular needs and interests of 
each neighborhood’s residents. The 
best proposals will be awarded funding 
to implement programs and provide 
guidance for Free Library staff working 

to develop and launch new, successful 
activities. This innovative initiative is 
designed to empower neighborhoods 
to self-identify and design the civic 
programs that they need most, and to 
help community members to have an 
active hand in conceiving, organizing, 
and presenting programs. With the 
support of Fairmount Park Conservancy 
and the Knight Foundation, the Free 
Library will expand its role as a civic 
center, more deeply enriching the lives 
of Philadelphians in every neighborhood.

PECO Inspires Curiosity 
and Readers of All Ages 
FOR NEARLY 30 YEARS, PECO has 
made thoughtful contributions to the 
Free Library Foundation, supporting 
technology upgrades in neighborhood 
libraries across the city, One Book, One 
Philadelphia, and other meaningful and 
successful programs and initiatives. 
In fiscal year 2018, their support of 
One Book, One Philadelphia enabled 
this iconic program to evolve and 
expand its content to inspire even more 
Philadelphians to read, participate 
in programs, and explore their city 
with curiosity piqued by one shared 
subject. PECO also made a generous 
commitment to Read by 4th, the city-
wide campaign managed by the Free 
Library that brings a coalition of literacy-
focused partners together with the aim 

of doubling the number of Philadelphia 
children reading at grade level by the 
start of fourth grade. PECO staff members 
have volunteered their time generously, 
bringing teams to neighborhood libraries 
to assist with cleaning grounds, shelving 
books, and other much-needed activities. 
In fiscal year 2018, PECO’s volunteers 
helped maintain and beautify the Cobbs 
Creek and Whitman libraries.

Charles Rogovin’s 
Legacy Lives On
CHARLES H. ROGOVIN WAS A LONGTIME 

PROFESSOR of law at Temple University 
and prosecutor who led the fight against 
organized crime and corruption in 
Pennsylvania and across the country. 
When he passed away in 2016, his wife, 
Marcy—joined by a dear friend who 
wishes to remain anonymous—wanted to 
honor his ardent belief in the importance 
of mentoring, education, service, and 
justice. Knowing that the Free Library 
system is where Philadelphians come 
together to exchange ideas and gain new 
insights, they established the Charles 
H. Rogovin Fund for Civic Engagement. 
It is their hope that family friends, 
colleagues, and admirers of Rogovin’s 
work will support the fund’s growth in 
years to come. The Rogovin Fund will 
help shape programming in the Library’s 
new Division of Cultural and Civic 
Engagement, which was established in 
fiscal year 2018 to coordinate cultural 
and civic programs for adults across 
the Library system. Among initiatives 
the Rogovin Fund might support: civics 
education for young people and adults, 
community engagement in criminal 
justice and law enforcement, programs 
that promote the development of fair 
institutions and inspire individuals to 
pursue public service, and activities that 
inform and mobilize voters. With future 
donors’ generosity, Charles H. Rogovin’s 
inspiring legacy will grow in perpetuity 
through work so kindred in spirit and 
substance to his own lifelong pursuits. 

FREELIBRARY.ORG 11



LEADERSHIP 
SUPPORT OF 
CAMPAIGN 
PROJECTS

“The public library exemplifies what  
our democracy is about. Traditionally 

devoted to learning and accessible to all, 
its mission today also includes the free 

exchange of ideas through civil discourse. 
The library is the America we believe in.”

ROBERT HEIM

< LOGAN LIBRARY

LOGAN LIBRARY >

< RIBBON CUTTING AT LOGAN LIBRARY
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Building Inspiration: 
 21st Century  
Libraries Initiative
OVER THE COURSE OF ITS 127-YEAR 

HISTORY, the Free Library has evolved 
to meet the public’s expanding need for 
knowledge; however, the community’s 
needs have outpaced our infrastructure. 
The ambitious Building Inspiration: 
21st Century Libraries Initiative was 
launched to reimagine and reshape 
neighborhood libraries for today’s—and 
tomorrow’s—library users. In its first 
years, Building Inspiration enabled 
repairs and renovations of the Parkway 
Central Library and the opening of a 
bold new South Philadelphia Library 
with special resources focusing on 
community health and serving the 
needs of new Americans.

In fiscal year 2018, four stunningly 
renovated neighborhood locations 
reopened, each with a particular 
needs-based focus: early childhood 
literacy and new Americans at Lillian 
Marrero Library; family literacy 
at Logan Library; small-business 
owners and entrepreneurs at Tacony 
Library; and, in partnership with 
Mt. Airy USA, providing a civic 
commons for Mt. Airy residents of 
all ages at Lovett Memorial Library. 
The newly transformed 21st Century 
Libraries are ADA compliant and 
each includes: a vibrant Children’s 
Library; a customized Pre-K Zone; a 
dedicated Teen Space; a welcoming 

living room space, called The 
Common; an improved circulation 
desk and self-checkout kiosks; 
updated program, meeting, and 
study rooms; and a technology 
bar. In the coming year, we look 
forward to the very grand opening 
of The Robert and Eileen Kennedy 
Heim Center for Cultural and Civic 
Engagement, the Business Resource 
and Innovation Center (BRIC), and 
the Marie and Joseph Field Teen 
Center in Parkway Central Library. 

< RIBBON CUTTING  
AT LOVETT MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY

< LOVETT MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY

LOVETT MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY >

LOVETT MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY >
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Inspiring The Robert  
and Eileen Kennedy 
Heim Center for Cultural 
and Civic Engagement
EILEEN KENNEDY HEIM AND  

ROBERT C. HEIM have devoted 
countless hours of service to the 
Free Library of Philadelphia and 
The Rosenbach. Bob has served on 
the Free Library’s Board of Trustees 
since 2005—serving as Chair from 
2008 to 2015—and has served on 
the Library Foundation’s Board 
of Directors since 2007. Eileen is 
a long-standing member of The 
Rosenbach’s Board of Directors.  
Both are longtime contributors to the 
Free Library and devoted advocates 
for literacy and civic engagement. 
In fiscal year 2018, their leadership 

support was pivotal to meeting our 
goal for the Building Inspiration 
campaign. In recognition of their 
deep and meaningful investment 
in the future of this iconic building, 
the Robert and Eileen Kennedy 
Heim Center for Cultural and Civic 
Engagement will be named in their 
honor. “Eileen and I believe that the 
public library exemplifies what our 
democracy is about,” says Robert 
Heim. “Traditionally devoted to 
learning and accessible to all, its 
mission today also includes the 
free exchange of ideas through 
civil discourse. The library is the 

America we believe in.” The Heim 
Center, an 8,000-square-foot open 
atrium, will be a dynamic community 
hub where library users define 
their own experiences. Fueled by 
public programs—some planned by 
members of the community, some by 
library professionals—this space will 
invite passionate engagement and 
interaction, intellectual discourse, 
and grassroots activism. There is 
no more fitting namesake for these 
generous leaders in our Free Library 
community. We will celebrate the 
opening of The Heim Center with the 
entire city in early 2019.

< TACONY LIBRARY

< LILLIAN MARRERO 
LIBRARY

TACONY LIBRARY >

LILLIAN MARRERO 
LIBRARY >
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Inspirational Support
THE TRANSFORMATIONAL BUILDING 

INSPIRATION INITIATIVE was made 
possible in large part by a historic $25 
million gift from the William Penn 
Foundation—the largest private gift  
ever received by the Free Library—and 
with generous support from the City  
of Philadelphia and the Commonwealth  
of Pennsylvania. 

THE FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA 

GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES  
the many generous individual and 
institutional contributors who helped 
bring our new libraries to life in fiscal  
year 2018.

Marta and Robert Adelson
Cindy and John Affleck
Janet and Jim Averill

Amy and Jeffry Benoliel
Connelly Foundation
Sarah Miller Coulson
Pamela and David Dembe
Tobey and Mark Dichter
William B. Dietrich Foundation
Kathy and Jack Donnelly
Andrea and Alexander Ehrlich
Elizabeth H. Gemmill
The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Sally and Dan Gordon
Otto Haas Charitable Trust, 

recommended by Janet and  
John Haas

Dorrance H. Hamilton Charitable Trust
Robert and Eileen Kennedy Heim
Independence Foundation
Philip Jaurigue
Toba and Lawrence Kerson

Gay and Don Kimelman
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation
Dale and Richard Levy
The Leslie Miller and  

Richard Worley Foundation
Rhonda and James Mordy
The Pew Charitable Trusts
Miriam and Arthur Spector
Barbara H. Sutherland and  

L. Frederick Sutherland
Sankey and Constance Williams
Ruth W.* and A. Morris Williams, Jr.

THE FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA 

EXTENDS A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU  
to the heroes whose additional gifts 
brought the campaign to a successful 
close:  Tobey and Mark Dichter, Janet and 
John Haas, Robert and Eileen Kennedy 
Heim, and Barbara and Fred Sutherland.  

 
               * deceased

< TACONY LIBRARY

< LILLIAN MARRERO 
LIBRARY

THE HEIM CENTER  
AT PARKWAY CENTRAL 

LIBRARY (RENDERING)  >

THE HEIM CENTER AT 
PARKWAY CENTRAL 

LIBRARY (RENDERING)  >
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LEADERSHIP  
SUPPORT OF 
THE ROSENBACH
The Rosenbach’s mission is to foster inquiry, learning, and creative thought by engaging 
audiences in programs, exhibitions, and research inspired by our collections. The Rosenbach is 
a formal partner with the Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation and maintains its own board 
and not-for-profit status, and it raises its own funds. The Rosenbach and the Free Library of 
Philadelphia Foundation work in tandem to fulfill their missions, each complementing the other.

“We can think of no more 
important investment that we 
could make in our Philadelphia 

community than to support  
the ongoing work of the Free 
Library and The Rosenbach.”

JANET AND JIM AVERILL
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Lenore Steiner  
and Perry Lerner
VICE CHAIR OF THE ROSENBACH’S 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, lover of great 
literature, and longtime Rosenbach 
supporter, Lenore Steiner, along with 
her husband, Perry Lerner, made 
important contributions to numerous 
projects at The Rosenbach in fiscal 
year 2018. Steiner and Lerner 
generously sponsored Bloomsday, 
several of The Rosenbach’s lectures 
and performances in 2018, including 
a lecture by Judge Jed Rakoff—who 
spoke on the Federalist Papers’ role 
in guiding the judiciary—and a 
performance by singer, songwriter, 
and author Wesley Stace, whose 
solo piece was created especially for 
The Rosenbach. Steiner and Lerner 
have embraced The Rosenbach’s 
expanded program schedule, 
appreciate the great variety of ways 
people can access the rich content 
of this collection, and provide the 
opportunity for programs like these 
to happen with financial support. 
Program sponsorship allows The 
Rosenbach to pay speakers and 
performers, market programs to a 
wider audience, and fill the house 
with sold-out crowds, which it did 
numerous times this year.

Janet and Jim Averill 
Turn Their Passions to 
Philanthropy 
JANET AND JIM AVERILL have been 
involved with the Free Library and 
The Rosenbach for a combined thirty 
years, both as contributors and devoted 
volunteers. Jim served on the Library 
Foundation’s Board of Directors from 
2003 to 2016 and is a current member 
of The Rosenbach’s Board. Janet has 
participated as a member of the George 
S. Pepper Society Council since its 
inception. With that demonstration of 
service, it’s easy to tell that the couple 
share passions for arts, culture, literature, 
and giving back to their community. As 
a scholar of 19th-century literature, Jim 
has a special love for The Rosenbach 
and its 19th-century literature collection. 
Janet was the mastermind behind a 
recent, innovative, multi-organizational 
event celebrating Cervantes’s Don 
Quixote involving The Rosenbach, 
the Pennsylvania Ballet, and Piffaro, 
The Renaissance Band. Following 
those passions, the Averills made 
very generous commitments to both 
The Rosenbach and the Free Library’s 
Building Inspiration campaign in 
fiscal year 2018. “Public libraries 
have served as havens of safety—and 
provided education and inspiration—for 
generations of Americans who might not 

otherwise have access to these critical 
resources,” said the Averills of their 
philanthropy. “We can think of no more 
important investment that we could 
make in our Philadelphia community 
than to support the ongoing work of the 
Free Library and The Rosenbach.”

The Irish Consulate 
Champions Bloomsday
THE IRISH GOVERNMENT INVESTS  

in the dissemination of traditional and 
contemporary Irish culture worldwide, 
including generous support for The 
Rosenbach’s largest annual event, 
Bloomsday. Bloomsday celebrates June 
16, 1904, the day on which the action in 
the novel takes place. The celebration is 
held outside on Delancey Place, where 
70 people—Ulysses enthusiasts, actors, 
local figures, and politicians—read aloud 
and perform excerpts from the book. 
On Bloomsday 2018, more than 1,600 
people gathered to listen to the book and 
music inspired by it, enjoy food and a 
beer garden, and interact with the Irish 
diaspora. Among the notable guests were 
former Pennsylvania Governor Edward 
G. Rendell and Ambassador of Ireland 
to the United States Dan Mulhall, who 
made his first visit to Philadelphia for 
the occasion and dazzled listeners. As 
Bloomsday has grown, celebrating Irish 
culture and tradition more broadly, the 
Irish Government’s Emigrant Support 
Programme, administered through 
the Consulate General of Ireland-New 
York, has provided important funding. 
The Irish Government’s support 
of Bloomsday indicates a broader 
advocacy for The Rosenbach as—in the 
words of former Consul General Barbara 
Jones—“a cultural ambassador of Ireland 
to the region.” Home to the original 
manuscript of Ulysses, Bram Stoker’s 
notes for the novel, Dracula, and rare 
and unique material by Keats, Wilde, and 
others, The Rosenbach embraces this 
role, bringing to life of one of the finest 
collections of Irish literature in the world.
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33%
 

INDIVIDUALS 
$3,986,910.67

32%
 

CORPORATIONS
$3,719,939.21

30%
 

FOUNDATIONS
$3,455,304.00 

4%
 

GOVERNMENT/
PUBLIC ENTITIES

$487,725.00

1%
 

OTHER
ORGANIZATIONS 

$75,000.31 

WHERE 
SUPPORT 

COMES 
FROM

56%
 

LITERACY
PROGRAMMING
$6,547,560.24

24%
 

UNRESTRICTED/
FREE LIBRARY FUND

$2,816,211.46

8%
 

COLLECTIONS/
HUMANITIES
$915,130.25

1%
 

PROGRAMMING
$141,650.74

1%
 

OTHER
$102,885.72  

3%
 

ENDOWMENT
$391,572.00

7%
 

NEIGHBORHOOD
LIBRARIES

$809,868.78

HOW
SUPPORT

IS
APPLIED

FUNDRAISING 
ACHIEVEMENTS
THE FREE LIBRARY OF  
PHILADELPHIA FOUNDATION

The following figures reflect all non-campaign gifts and pledges made to the 
Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation during fiscal year 2018 (July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018).

TOTAL FY18 DONORS

7,084
TOTAL FY18 GIFTS

10,117
TOTAL FY18 DOLLARS

$11,724,879.19
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74%
 

INDIVIDUALS 
$543,179.40

12%
 

FOUNDATIONS
$90,117.45 

6%
 

CORPORATIONS
$42,790.70

6%
 

GOVERNMENT/
PUBLIC ENTITIES

$44,334.00

2%
 

OTHER
ORGANIZATIONS 

$16,035

WHERE 
SUPPORT 

COMES 
FROM

92%
 

UNRESTRICTED
$672,653.55

5%
 

COLLECTIONS/
HUMANITIES
$34,103.00

3%
 

PROGRAMMING
$26,700.00

HOW
SUPPORT

IS
APPLIED

FUNDRAISING 
ACHIEVEMENTS
THE ROSENBACH

TOTAL FY18 DONORS

516
TOTAL FY18 GIFTS

921
TOTAL FY18 DOLLARS

$736,456.55

The following figures reflect all non-capital gifts and pledges made  
to The Rosenbach during fiscal year 2018 (July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018).
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FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS

Tobey Gordon Dichter, Chair
Barbara Sutherland, First Vice Chair

Miriam S. Spector, Ed.D., Second Vice Chair
Pamela Dembe, Vice Chair, Ex-Officio

Rich Greenawalt, Secretary
Jay L. Weinstein, Treasurer

Siobhan A. Reardon, President and Director 

MEMBERS

Robert Adelson
Cynthia H. Affleck

Carol Banford
Judge Phyllis W. Beck (ret.)

D. Jeffry Benoliel
James J. Biles

Sheldon M. Bonovitz
Benito Cachinero-Sánchez 

Jeffrey Cooper
George S. Day

Andrea Ehrlich
Donna Gerson
Melissa Grimm

Janet Haas, M.D.
Pekka Hakkarainen

Robert C. Heim
John Imbesi

Michael A. Innocenzo
Philip Jaurigue
Geoffrey Kent

Alexander Kerr
Eugene Bourne LeFevre

Marciene Mattleman
Stephanie W. Naidoff, Esq.

Bernard Newman
Patrick M. Oates, Ph.D.

Folasade A. Olanipekun-Lewis
William R. Sasso, Esq.

Susan G. Smith
Lenore Steiner
Shelley Stewart
Monica Vachher

Larry Weiss
 

EMERITUS

James Averill
Peter A. Benoliel

Marie Field
Elizabeth H. Gemmill, Esq.

W. Wilson Goode, Sr.
Daniel Gordon 

Leslie Anne Miller
A. Morris Williams, Jr.
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THE ROSENBACH BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS

Arthur Spector, Chairman
Lenore Steiner, Vice Chair
Carol Banford, Treasurer

Robert I. Friedman, Secretary

MEMBERS

Cynthia H. Affleck
James H. Averill
Carol Banford
Alyse Bodine

Benito Cachinero-Sánchez
Amy Coes

Alexandra Victor Edsall
Amy L. Finkel

Robert I. Friedman
Gage Johnston

Eileen Kennedy
Alexander Kerr

Jacqueline M. Kraeutler

Susan B. Muller
Michael A. Naidoff

Peter D. Nalle
Bernard Newman

Liza Seltzer
Arthur Spector
Lenore Steiner

Robert K. Urquhart
Yolanda Wisher

Clare Yellin
 

HONORARY MEMBERS

Frederick R. Haas
Alan R. Hirsig
Janet S. Klein

Margy Ellin Meyerson
Susan D. Ravenscroft

Robin Rubenstein
John C. Tuten, Jr.
David H. Wice

OFFICERS

Pamela Dembe, Chair
Donna Allie, Vice Chair

John J. Soroko, Vice Chair
Tobey Gordon Dichter, Vice Chair, Ex-Officio

Donald Generals, Secretary
Folasade A. Olanipekun-Lewis, Treasurer

Siobhan A. Reardon, President and Director 

MEMBERS

Christopher Arlene
Jacqueline Barnett

Douglas Carney
Jenée Chizick-Agüero

Jeffrey Cooper 
Brigitte Daniel
Melissa Grimm

Anuj Gupta
Robert C. Heim
Nancy D. Kolb

Kathryn Ott Lovell
H. W. Jerome Maddox

Sonia Sanchez
Suzanne Simons

Elaine Tomlin
Nicholas D. Torres
Ignatius C. Wang

 

EMERITUS

Gloria Twine Chisum
Armand Della Porta*
W. Wilson Goode, Sr.
Herman Mattleman
M. Teresa Sarmina

               * deceased
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CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation gratefully acknowledges the 
following individuals and organizations 
whose lifetime gifts and pledges to the 
Free Library and The Rosenbach total $1 
million or more.

The Annenberg Foundation
The Arcadia Foundation
Janet and Jim Averill
Peter A. Benoliel and Willo Carey
City of Philadelphia
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
William B. Dietrich Foundation
Marie and Joseph Field
The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Sally and Dan Gordon
Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Otto Haas Charitable Trust, 

recommended by Janet and John Haas
Hamilton Family Foundation
Nancy and Alan Hirsig^
Independence Foundation
Institute of Museum and Library Services
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation
The Leslie Miller and Richard Worley 

Foundation
Pennsylvania Historical and  

Museum Commission^
The Pew Charitable Trusts
Philadelphia City Institute  

Board of Managers
The Philadelphia Foundation
PNC Bank
William H. Shea, Jr.
Leon C. Sunstein^
Barbara and Fred Sutherland
The Vanguard Group Foundation
Wells Fargo
William Penn Foundation
Constance and Sankey Williams
Ruth W.* and A. Morris Williams, Jr.

Wyncote Foundation at the 
recommendation of Frederick Haas^

^Rosenbach contributors

INDIVIDUAL  
CONTRIBUTORS 
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation is pleased to recognize  
the following generous individuals  
who made gifts and pledges of  
$1,500 or more to the Free Library  
during fiscal year 2018.

ELKINS CIRCLE 
$25,000 AND ABOVE

Cindy and John Affleck
David R. and Patricia D. Atkinson 

Foundation
Janet and Jim Averill
Peter A. Benoliel and Willo Carey
Estate of James A. Black, Jr.
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Amy Branch and Jeff Benoliel
Michael P. Buckley
Carolyn Cannuscio and Daniel Rader
Tobey and Mark Dichter
Dry Family Charitable Foundation
Estate of Alfred Ferreri
Marie and Joseph Field
Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Otto Haas Charitable Trust, 

recommended by Janet and  
John Haas 

Kay and Harry Halloran
Robert and Eileen Kennedy Heim
Marguerite and Gerry* Lenfest
Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer and  

Joe Neubauer
Susan B. Muller
Patriarch Family Foundation
Nancy Petersmeyer
Lenore Steiner and Perry Lerner
Barbara and Fred Sutherland

A. Morris Williams, Jr. 
Sankey and Constance Williams
Anonymous (2)

DICKENS CIRCLE 
$10,000–$24,999

Marta and Bob Adelson
Pam and Tim Alles
Estate of Janet M. Andereck
Barbara B. and Theodore R. Aronson
Claudia and Richard Balderston
Sheila and Myron Bassman
Phyllis and Aaron Beck
Lisa and Joseph Becker
Meg and Roger Berlin
Deborah Boardman and Gene LeFevre
Shirley Debose Braverman*
Lois and Julian Brodsky
The CHG Charitable Trust
Lucy and Roger Cox
Eleanor and Harold Davis
Pamela and David Dembe
Pamela and Peter Freyd
Elizabeth H. Gemmill
Donna L. and David A. Gerson
Deborah G. Gorman and Benito 

Cachinero-Sánchez
Harriet and Bernie Gross
Nina Gussack and Allan Stein
Susan and Pekka Hakkarainen
Estate of Lorna Jane Hedges
Ms. Nancy Klaus and Mr. Jeffrey Cooper
Sharon and Joel Koppelman
Dale and Richard Levy
The Loki’s Fund
Stephanie Marudas and Dimitri Pappas
Laura and Marc McKenna
The Leslie Miller and Richard Worley 

Foundation
Judy and Bud Newman
Blanche Opperman Trust
Aleni Pappas and Anthony Kyriakakis
Gretchen and Jay Riley

SUPPORTING  
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Linda and Charles Schelke
Helen L. Schneider
Jonne and Corey Smith
Miriam and Arthur Spector
Ann and Shelley Stewart
Maxine J. Stotland
Janice Volkman in memory of  

Edward Volkman
Barbara Watson and Robert P. Curley
Jay and Butsie Weinstein
Harriet and Larry Weiss
Anonymous (2)

POE CIRCLE 
$5,000–$9,999

Robert Abramowitz and Susan Stewart
Frederick W. Anton III*
Nadine and James Biles
Mary and James Brown
Andrea Commaker and Jim Levin
Sheila and John Connors
Peggy and Mark Curchack
Nadia and Matt Daniel
Alice and George Day
Kathy and Jack Donnelly
Marie Dooner
Barbara Edelstein
Andrea and Alexander Ehrlich
Katharine and Graham Finney
Amy A. Fox and Daniel H. Wheeler
Melvin A. Gang
Barbara and Jerome Glickman
Sally and Dan Gordon
Bonnie and Lon R. Greenberg
Micaela Greene and Eban Cucinotta
Melissa and Charlee Grimm
Susie and Bob Harries
Virginia H. Hollowbush Fund
Lynne and Harold Honickman
Michael Innocenzo
Toba and Lawrence Kerson
Sue D. and Reinhard Kruse
Elise and Abbie Leibowitz

Robert and Roberta Liebenberg
Cynthia and Roger Lopata
Frances G. Martin
Jane R. Mason and  

Dr. Bernard A.Mason
Linda and Thomas McCarthy
Bonnie and Peter McCausland
Margy Meyerson
Leo Model Foundation
Ann P. and Thomas B. Morris
Stephanie and Michael Naidoff
Zoë S. Pappas
PKG Foundation
Debra J. Poul and Leonard P. Goldberger
Eileen Rosenau
William R. Sasso
Julia Scott and Jason Rekulak
Suzanne Simons
Cookie and Ralph Smith
Estate of Lidie Smith
Susan G. Smith
Stacey Leigh Spector and Ira Brind
Nancy and Lee Tabas
Anonymous

BEATRIX POTTER CIRCLE 
$2,500–$4,999

Neysa and Arlin* Adams
Valarie J. Allen and  

H. W. Jerome Maddox
William J. and Sharon L. Avery
Eileen Baird
Carol Baker and Mark Stein
Joseph F. Baker
David and Margaret Balamuth
Sondra Taylor Bergey
Joan Stroud Blaine
Elia D. Buck
Linda and Joseph* Burke
Sonya D. Bush and Joseph Kelly
Doug Carney
Carol and Bruce Caswell
Nelly and Scott Childress

Gloria Twine Chisum
Nancy and David Colman
Hope Comisky and Jeffrey Braff
Martha Cornog
Rebecca L. Craik and Mark Haskins
Daniel De Kok
Maude de Schauensee
Judith N. Dean and James D. Crawford
Dorothy J. del Bueno
Beth Phillips Dooneief
Marlene and Brian Dooner
Stacy Maria Dutton
Amy Finkelstein
Robert and Penny Fox
Barbara F. Freed, Ph.D. and  

Alan J. Mittelman, Esq.
Deborah M. Fretz
Judith Block Ginsberg
Wendy and Richard Glazer
Linda and David Glickstein
Iris Gold and Jeffrey Greenstein
Mary Gregg and John Ryan
Crystal Gurin
Margaret Harris and Phil Straus
Lynn and Tony Hitschler
David F. Hoffman
Ann Marie Horner and Terry Horner
Laura and Ben Huggett
The Huron Foundation
Barbara Jaffe and Howard Langer
Philip Jaurigue
Arthur M. Kaplan and R. Duane Perry
Margaret W. and Alexander Kerr
Karen G. Kilimnik
Jacqueline and Eric Kraeutler
Susanna Lachs and Dean Adler
Ruth and Peter Laibson
Gloria Leibovitz
Lonnie and Murray Levin
Suzanne and Robert Levin
Jody and Michael Lurie
Phyllis and Fred Magaziner
Elizabeth Burns Mahoney

               * deceased
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Jenna McNeill and Paul Chi
Elizabeth Mednick
Warren Miller
Lyn and David Montgomery
Peter and Eleanor Nalle
Nancy and Dean Nance
Ann and Robert Newburger
Barbara Oldenhoff
Marsha and Jeffrey Perelman
The Philadelphia Trust Company  

at the recommendation of  
Richard and Eileen Sichel

Siobhan and James Reardon
Louise and Alan Reed
Kathryn Rhodes
Sandy and Phil Ringo
Mimi and Richard Robertson
Theresa and John Rollins
Margaret Sadler
Katie and Anthony Schaeffer
Marinda and Harry K. Schwartz
Bryna and Andrew Scott
Liza and Jonathan Seltzer
Jane Shore and Walker Gilmore
Barbara Sicalides and  

Michael T. Bowen
Kate and Sam Sidewater
Janeane and Robert Sloane
Cynthia Solot and  

Steven D. Handler, M.D.
Pat and Phil Turberg
Sherley Young

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE  
$1,500–$2,499

Lauren Zinn Abel
Mignon Adams and Martin Laufe
Kathy and Paul Addis
Janice and Pete Albert
Mary E. and Gary D. Ammon
Sarah and David Andrews
Sarah D. Anton
Myrna and Howard Asher

Albert W. Bader Foundation Inc.
David Baker and Irene Levy Baker
K.C. and Arthur Baldadian
Carol and Winston Banford
Lynda Barness
Carol and Horace Barsh
Diane and Robert Bass
Jane N. Beatty
Sylvia Beck and Jay Federman
Sally J. Bellet
Nancy and Joseph Benford
Leslie H. Benoliel and  

L. Alexander Hamilton, III
Diane and Glenn Bergman
Harriet and Louis Berneman
Sally Cooper Bleznak
Ronnie L. Bloom and  

Richard F. Summers
Mary Brewster and Frank Innes
Bonnie Brier and Bruce Rosenfield
Nancy and George Brodie
Michelle and Wray Broughton
Judy Brown and Cynthia Youtzy
Maripeg and James* Bruder
Philip Buck and Lisa Mostovoy
Rebecca Bushnell and John Toner
Laurada Byers
Giuliana and Eugenio Calabi
Elaine Woo Camarda
Elise and Richard Carr
Deborah and Alan Casnoff
Sally W. Castle
Larry Ceisler and Lina Hartocollis
Vanessa Chan and Mark van der Helm
Amy and Michael Cohen
Dr. D. Walter Cohen*
Deborah and Rob Cohen
Polly Cohen
The Honorable Mary D. Colins
Julie Conover
Rebecca and Luis Cornejo
Mary Coyle and Michael Coyle
Anthony Creamer III
Diane Dalto and Richard E. Woosnam

M.M. Dalziel and E.A. Rogers
Diane and Theodore Danoff
Anahita Deboo and Cavas Pavri
Marilyn Deutsch
Anna Maria and Richard DiDio
Betsy and Kevin Donohoe
Jean and George Dowdall
Derick Dreher and Gudrun Dauner
Janet Dreher
Patricia Marie Dugan
Deborah and David Duys
Barbara Eberlein and Jerry Wind
Alexandra Edsall and Robert Victor
Sherry and Brian Effron
Laura Efros and Noam Kugelmass
Jere Eisenstat and Elaine Axelman
Alex J. Ettl Foundation at the request of 

Cordelia E. Clement
Norma Fabian
Jean M. Farnsworth
Elizabeth Feeney
Aeryn and Bruce Fenton
Jaimie and David Field
Amy L. Finkel and Richard J. Braemer
Saul Finkle
Gerry and Marshall Fisher
Jean C. Fitschen
Carol Fixman and Stephen Kobrin
Sara W. and Dieter Forster
Irma and Christopher Fralic
Marilyn Frank and David Feldman
Michèle Frank and Craig Smith
Razelle and William Frankl
Diane and Robert L. Freedman
Blair Freeman
Kay and Jim Gately
Terri N. Gelberg
Bob Gelsher
Alix Gerz and George Matysik, Jr.
Susan and Richard Gettlin
Sondra Gittis
Annetta Foster Givhan
Kathleen Glackin
Barbara and Stephen Gold
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Betty and Morton Goldfield
Joan and William Goldstein
Kathy Gosliner and Joe Lurie
Betty Gottlieb
Susan and Richard Gould
Meredith Graves and Michael J. Rotko
Melissa B. Greenberg and Peter Badgio
Rosalie Greenfield-Matzkin
Adele and Bertram* Greenspun
Jacqueline and David Griffith
Lyn and Harry Groome
Peter Haas
Louis Hamilton
Mary and William Hangley
J. Barton Harrison
W. Henry and Susan Harrison
Libby S. Harwitz and Burton Blender
Mrs. Robert P. Hauptfuhrer
Carolyn Hazard and Will W. Sachse
Mel Heifetz
Ingrid Heim
Joseph Hepburn*
Nancy and Alan Hirsig
Bettina Hoerlin and Gino Segrè
Ruth and Rick Horowitz
Sandra Horrocks
Helen and Bryan Horstmann-Allen
Margot and Ellis Horwitz
Mary Hugues
Lynne Hunter and Jeffrey Cepull
Jean Hurd and Leon Kowalski
Judith and Richard Hurtig
Mary and Howard Hurtig
Katherine Huseman and William Rich
Joann Hyle and Kathryn Kolbert
Valerie Jachimowicz and Bruce Amos
Linda J. Jacobsen
Barry and Carrie Jacobson
Julie and Richard Jaffe
Meg and Craig Johnson
Susan and Aravind* Joshi
Adam Kamens
Christine Kanas
Carol and Alan Kaplan

Edward and Susanne Kaplan
Leah Kaplan and Jon Smollen
Dorothy and Donald Kardon
Ellen Kaye
Grace Keffer
Margot and Robert Keith
Kate and Peter Kelsen
Alexandra Kendrick
Eddie Kennedy
Martha and Robert Kennedy
Mary A. and Lawrence J. Kent
Michaela and Geoffrey Kent
Madeleine and Steven Kessler
Ellen J. Kim and Max Ahn
Gay and Don Kimelman
Carol Klein and Lawrence Spitz
Grace P. Knight
Nancy Kolb
Walter Korn
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Krauss in memory 

of Judith Krauss Platt
Barbara S. M. Kretchmar
Marcia and Edward Kung
Gail Loeb Kunreuther and  

Howard Kunreuther
Peshe and Peter Kuriloff
Anita Toby Lager
Joan Switt Langbord
Landenberger Family Foundation
Michele Langer and  

Alan Richard Cohen
Magali and Charles Larson
Robert and Mary Lawler
Pamela D. Laws and Robert I. Whitelaw
Anne Silvers Lee and Wynn Lee
Margery P. Lee
Peggy and Gary Leimkuhler
Margaret J. Leonard
Jan Levine and Michael Zuckerman
Sharon F. Levy
Josephine Lewis
Sylvia and Norman Lieberman
Aaron Maass and Ashley Via Maass
Sally MacKenzie

Kim and Jen Maguire-Wright
Rachel and Neil Malhotra
Diane and William Marimow
Laura Buck Marshall and  

Samuel Marshall
Diane Martin
Marciene and Herman Mattleman
Lynne G. Maxwell
Patricia M. McCabe
Priscilla McDougal
Mimi and Jim McKenzie
Valerie and Joseph E. McPeak, Ph.D.
Martha Mel and Henry Edmunds
Fran E. Melmed and Robert C. Kopf
Audrey and Stanley Merves
Susan and Jim Meyer
Helen and Tyrone Miller
Alice Milrod
Evelyn Minick
Linda and Laddie Montague
Edward A. Montgomery, Jr.
Martha Moore
Rhonda and James Mordy
Kathleen Mulhern
Elizabeth Murphy
Dana Nechemia
Linda and Jeffrey Needleman
Janet E. Novak and  

Christopher P. Sarnowski
Marissa and Michael O’Connell
Susan Odessey
Andrea Toy Ohta and Brian Ohta
Lynda Orfanelli
Julie and Eric Orts
Kimberly C. Oxholm and  

Carl Oxholm III
Neil A. Oxman, Esq.
Kate and Doc Parghi
John Parrish
Parul Patel and Sharan Nirmul
Meredyth D. Patterson and  

Timothy B. Barnard
Valerie D. Pearce
Lorraine and James Pecora

               * deceased
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Jane G. Pepper
Sarah and Michael Peterson
Maria Petrillo and Mark MacQueen
Marilyn J. Phister
Shara and William Pollie
Janine and Paul Pollock
Leah Popowich and Andrew Hohns
Karen Poul and Jon C. Sirlin
Jennie Kerson Pritzker and  

Michael Pritzker
Beth Probinsky
Helen and David Pudlin
Jill and William Raich
Ellen M. Ravin
Carol Raviola
Elizabeth and Joseph Reardon
Ellen* and Stephen Redden
Jocelin Reed and Anton Germishuizen
Julie Reich
Linda A. Richardson
The Rittenhouse Foundation
Jean and Frank Robertson
Caro and Bob Rock
Cintra and Franklyn Rodgers
Nancy Roesch
Lynn Rosenthal and Herbert Fineburg
Marcia and Ronald Rubin
Renée G. Sackey and the Estate of  

David Rosenbach Sackey
Carol Saline and Paul Rathblott
Gayle and Stuart Samuels
Ralph Sarkisian
Marie Savard, M.D. and  

Bradley Fenton, M.D.
Adele Schaeffer
Nina Schafer
Karyn Scher
David Schlessinger
Pamela and Alan* Schreiber
Grace Schuler and Thomas Tauber
Esta and Elias Schwartz
Denise Scobee
Ronnie Scotkin and Edward Hickey
Bob and Didi Scott

Patricia and Stephen Segal
Gail E. Seygal
Anita and Amit Shah in honor of  

Sushila Mehta
Gina and Stuart Shapiro
Margaret Shapiro and Howard Bilofsky
Marciarose Shestack
Marjorie K. Shiekman
Rita and Robert Siegle
Bart and Sandy Silverman
SaraKay and Stanton Smullens
Lindy Snider and Dr. Larry Kaiser
Ellen B. Solms
Cameron and John J. Soroko
Joan and Bernard Spain
Ann Rosen Spector and  

Larry H. Spector
Evelyn G. Spritz
Emily and Harold Starr
Anne Saris Stevenson
Glenna Stewart
Louise and David Strawbridge
Emily Suda and Graham Dobereiner
Evelyn W. Summers
Joan Switt Langbord
Judith Tannenbaum
Rabbi Lynnda and Larry Targan
M. Kathryn Taylor and  

Jonathan H. Sprogell
Molly Rouse Terlevich and  

Fabio Terlevich
Claudia Tesoro and Richard Greenstein
Lyn and Ed Tettemer
Mary Ann Thomas
Carol Thomson and Paul Wheeling
Barrie Trimingham and David Pierson
Deborah Feith Tye
Robert K. Urquhart
Kathleen and Emory Van Cleve
Chris and Lee van de Velde
Laura Vanderkam and Michael Conway
Albert C. Vara
Kara Chickson Verghese and  

Subhash Verghese

Patricia and Thomas Vernon
Martha Scott Walton
Trudy C. and Ignatius C. Wang
Rosalie Warren
Yu Wei and Jennifer Chang
Donna and Jeff White
David and Betsy Wice
Katharyn Wilber
Signe Wilkinson and Jon Landau
Lynn R. Williamson
Joseph Wright Fund
Sharon Wohlmuth-Teacher
Ted and Stevie Wolf
Flora Barth Wolf and Laslo V. Boyd
Shelly Wolf and David Woods
Jo-Ann Zoll
Anonymous (6)
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INSTITUTIONAL  
CONTRIBUTORS 
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation is proud to acknowledge the 
following corporations and foundations 
that provided vital support to the Free 
Library during fiscal year 2018.

$1,000,000 AND ABOVE

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Redevelopment Assistance  
Capital Program

Vanguard Strong Start for Kids 
Program™

William Penn Foundation

$500,000–$999,999

Council on Library and Information 
Resources

Institute of Museum and  
Library Services 

$250,000–$499,999

Philadelphia City Institute  
Board of Managers

United Way of Greater Philadelphia  
and Southern New Jersey

$100,000–$249,999

GSK
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation
Lincoln Financial Foundation 
Patrick J. McGovern Foundation
Philadelphia Youth Network
Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation
Wells Fargo

$25,000–$99,999

Bank of America
The Barra Foundation
Citizens Charitable Foundation
Comcast Corporation
Connelly Foundation
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation
Independence Foundation
The Patricia Kind Family Foundation
Kline and Specter
The Lenfest Foundation
Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback 

Foundation
PECO
The Philadelphia Foundation
Anonymous

$10,000–$24,999

The Bancorp
Believe in Reading Foundation
Brodart Company
Claneil Foundation
The Douty Foundation
The Elkes Foundation
The Knight Foundation Donor-Advised 

Fund of The Philadelphia Foundation
Virginia Cretella Mars Foundation
National Science Foundation
Osage Partners
Pennsylvania Humanities Council
The Philadelphia Cultural Fund
The Leo and Peggy Pierce  

Family Foundation
PNC Bank
United States Department  

of Education

$5,000-$9,999

Beginnings Learning Center II, Ltd.
Benevity
Harriet G. Fredericks Foundation
The Joseph B. Godwin and Bertha Wurts 

Godwin Memorial Fund
Independent Order of Odd Fellows
Philadelphia Autism Project,  

Drexel University
Smith Memorial Playground  

and Playhouse

$2,500-$4,999

BB&T
Dietz & Watson, Inc.
Friends of Independence  

Branch Library
JEP Management
Larsson & Scheuritzel P.C.
The McLean Contributionship
Studio Institute, LLC
Waterford Research Institute, LLC

$1,500-$2,499

Albert W. Bader Foundation Inc.
City of Philadelphia Department  

of Commerce
Elliott-Lewis Corporation
Friends of Philadelphia City  

Institute Library
Friends of Walnut Street West  

Branch Library
The Tow Foundation

               * deceased
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BENOLIEL SOCIETY 
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation gratefully acknowledges 
the thoughtful individuals who  
have provided for the future of the Free 
Library by making a life income gift or 
including the Library in their estate plans.

Ihsan Ahmed
Estate of Janet M. Andereck
Joseph F. Baker
Sherrin Baky-Nessler
Carl J. Balis
Sheila and Myron Bassman
Khadija Benaissa
Peter A. Benoliel and Willo Carey
Estate of James A. Black, Jr.
Sally Cooper Bleznak
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Andrea Boyd
Shirley Debose Braverman*
Judy Brown and Cynthia Youtzy
Carol W. Buettger
Helen and Robert Buttel
Joseph Cesa
Carol Shlifer Clapp
John W. Cunningham, Jr.
Peggy and Mark Curchack
Victoria and Colin Dawson
Dorothy J. del Bueno
Doris N. Desher
Tobey and Mark Dichter
Ruth Dillon*
Donkey Dover, Jr.
Estate of Alfred Ferreri
Amy Finkelstein
Graham Finney
Abbe Fletman and Jane Hinkle
Drs. Barbara and Leonard Frank
Barbara F. Freed, Ph.D.
Jill Friedman-Rickman
Professor Eileen Gambrill
Bob Gelsher

Paula Needs Glazier
Betty Gottlieb
Bruce Jay Gould
Kathleen Greenacre
Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Estate of Dorrance H. Hamilton
Mark Haskins and Rebecca Craik
Estate of Lorna Jane Hedges
Joseph Hepburn*
Antoinette Hoagland
Warren Hoffman
Virginia H. Hollowbush Fund
Edward W. Hoy
Rosaline and Robert* Joseph
Charles Keates
Marlyn and Norman Kline
Deborah Komins
Sue D. and Reinhard Kruse
Magali and Charles Larson
Anne Silvers Lee and Wynn Lee
The Loki’s Fund
Randi and William Marrazzo
Jane R. Mason and  

Dr. Bernard A. Mason
Priscilla McDougal
Kim and Tom Moon
Tara Lynne Murphy
Anita M. Myette
Stephanie and Michael Naidoff
Linda and Jeffrey Needleman
Susan Odessey
Blanche Opperman Trust
Shirley A. Page
Marilyn Phister
Marcia J. Rogers
Eileen Rosenau
J. Randall Rosensteel
Anna E. Schneider*
Helen L. Schneider
Patricia and Scott Schultz
Estate of Lidie Smith
Susan G. Smith
Miriam and Arthur Spector
Evelyn G. Spritz

Leon C. Sunstein
Sherry A. Swirsky
Lorraine Urbeit
Nadeen Van Tuyle and  

Gilbert Feinberg
Debra Weiner
Ruth W.* and A. Morris Williams, Jr.
Mara and Kenneth Wolfgang
Joseph Wright Fund
Anonymous
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DELANCEY SOCIETY 
The Rosenbach is pleased to recognize 
the following generous individuals who 
made gifts and pledges of $1,000 or  
more during fiscal year 2018.

JAMES JOYCE CIRCLE 
$20,000 AND ABOVE

Cindy and John Affleck
Janet and Jim Averill
Roberta Gausas and Allen Model
Susan B. Muller
Judith and Bernard Newman
Lenore H. Steiner and Perry A. Lerner
Anonymous

BRAM STOKER CIRCLE 
$10,000 - $19,999

Amy and Putnam Coes
Eileen Kennedy and Robert C. Heim
Arthur and Miriam Spector
Estate of Gussie B. Spector
Anonymous

MARIANNE MOORE CIRCLE 
$5,000 - $9,999

Alyse and Jim Bodine
Amy Branch and D. Jeffry Benoliel
Willo Carey and Peter A. Benoliel 
Alexandra V. Edsall and Robert S. Victor
Amy L. Finkel and Richard J. Braemer
Gage Johnston and Jack Jallo
Jacqueline and Eric Kraeutler
Susan McDonald
Stephanie and Michael Naidoff
Eleanor and Peter Nalle
Liza and Jonathan Seltzer
Robert K. Urquhart
Betsy and David Wice

JOSEPH CONRAD CIRCLE 
$2,500 - $4,999

Carol and Winston Banford
Frederick H. Brenner*
Arlan and Bruce Kardon
Leroy E. Kean
Margot and Robert Keith  
Marnie and Alexander Kerr
Janet S. Klein and H. Lewis Klein 
Susan D. Ravenscroft
Robin and Mark E. Rubenstein
Renée G. Sackey
Richard and Eileen Sichel
Leon C. Sunstein, Jr.
Barbara H. and L. Frederick Sutherland

LEWIS CARROLL CIRCLE 
$1,000 - $2,499

Jan and Pete Albert
Gisela J. Alter
Bonnie Barnes
Carol and Horace Barsh
Diane and Robert Bass
Kelsey Scouten Bates and Glenn Bates
Deborah G. Gorman and  

Benito Cachinero-Sánchez 
Emily and Michael Cavanagh
Dana Gibson Close
Jane Lavelle and Andrew Costarino
Elizabeth Crawford
Gudrun Dauner and Derick Dreher
Tobey and Mark Dichter
Janet H. Dreher
Constance and Paul Dry
Judy and Allen Freedman
Pamela P. and Peter J. Freyd
Charlotte and Robert Friedman
Catherine and James Gately
Elizabeth H. Gemmill
Donna L. and David A. Gerson
Carole Haas Gravagno
Peggy and Richard Greenawalt
Natalie and Ralph Hirshorn
Susan O. W. Jaffe

Sarah and Kevin Kleinschmidt
Ruth and Peter Laibson
Elaine Levitt
Marilyn Fishman and James MacElderry 
Genie and James L. Murphy
Elizabeth A. Murphy and Timothy O’Neill
Zoë S. Pappas
Siobhan and James Reardon
Emily C. Riley
Eileen Rosenau
Margaret E. and John C. Tuten
Lisa Washington
Wendy Wilson and Bruce McKittrick
Martin J. Zeldin
Karen Zur and Robert Biron

INSTITUTIONAL  
CONTRIBUTORS
The Rosenbach is proud to acknowledge 
the following corporations, foundations 
and government entities that provided vital 
support during fiscal year 2018.

Brandywine Realty Trust
Consulate General of Ireland 
Cozen O’Connor
Independence Foundation
Irish American Business Chamber and 

Network, Inc.
Christian R. & Mary F. Lindback 

Foundation
Maurice English Poetry Award 
The McLean Contributionship
Louis Nayovitz Foundation
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

Commission
Philadelphia Cultural Fund
Pine Tree Foundation of New York
William Penn Foundation
Wyncote Foundation at the 

Recommendation of Frederick R. Haas

SUPPORTING  
THE ROSENBACH

               * deceased
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GEORGE S. PEPPER  
SOCIETY COUNCIL
Donna Gerson, Chair
Katie Rhodes, Chair
Cindy Affleck
Janet Averill
Sally Cooper Bleznak
Alyse Bodine
Sophie E. Bryan
Willo Carey
Sally W. Castle
Robert P. Curley
Nadia Daniel
Eleanor Davis
Beth Phillips Dooneief
Stephen Field
Barbara F. Freed, Ph.D.
Judith Block Ginsberg
Elizabeth Grenald
Melissa Grimm
Clara Hollander
Mary Hugues
Charles L. Imbesi
Ruth Laibson
Jody Lurie
Aaron Maass
Elizabeth Burns Mahoney
Frances G. Martin
Stephanie Marudas
Judith Meyer
Debra J. Poul
Elizabeth Rappaport
Eileen Rosenau
Alan D. Schreiber*
Pamela Schreiber
Suzanne Simons

Cookie Otani Smith
Miriam Spector
Susan Stewart
Subhash G. Verghese
Janice Volkman

CORPORATE  
COUNCIL
Geoffrey Kent, Chair
David B. Buck
Dan Calista
Larry Ceisler
Vanessa Chan
Ronald Gilg
Melissa Grimm
Crystal Gurin
Robert F. Hart
Philip Jaurigue
Natalie W. Nixon
Edward Phillips
George A. Price
Dave Sawyer
Charles M. Shechtman
Jim Smolarski
Harmon Spolan
Robert C. Wonderling

CULINARY  
LITERACY  
COUNCIL
Jeff Benjamin, Co-chair
Marc Vetri, Co-chair
Irene Levy Baker
Glenn Bergman 
Wendy Born

Carolyn Cannuscio
Jean Cho
Nadia Daniel
Mark S. Dichter
Constance Dry
Maureen Fitzgerald
Susanna Foo
Barbara F. Freed, Ph.D.
Tom Kehoe
Aleni Pappas
Katie Rhodes
Carol Saline
Arthur R. Spector
Cindy Yingling

BUSINESS  
RESOURCE AND 
INNOVATION  
CENTER ADVISORY  
COUNCIL
Vanessa Chan, Chair
Donna Allie
Gail S. Ball
Reese Blair
Dan Calista
Edward L. Glassman
Philip Jaurigue
Geoffrey Kent
Anthony Maher
Jennifer Mantini
Mark Page
Charles M. Shechtman

The Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation is proud to acknowledge the following volunteer  
groups who provided vital strategic counsel to the Free Library Foundation during fiscal year 2018.

IN RECOGNITION 
DEVOTED  
VOLUNTEERS

               * deceased
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Despite our very best efforts, errors may have occurred in the production of this publication. If you have  

questions, please contact the Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation at giving@freelibrary.org or 215-567-7710.

THANK YOU FOR  
YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT 
AND COMMITMENT TO  
THE MISSION OF THE FREE  
LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA.  
THE FREE LIBRARY OF  
PHILADELPHIA FOUNDATION





FREE L IBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA FOUNDATION

1901  VINE STREET,  PHILADELPHIA,  PENNSYLVANIA 19103 
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